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A1rcraf~ Acc1d~nt

.
Cub&D& de Av1&c1on

DCS-4J Airc:raf t

ctrr-1201

vh1ch crashed into the sea northve.at: of

Br1dgecOVll, Rarbadoa 'oil October 6 ... _~_976

with the 108s of a.ll on. board

Th~ CortrlriJJIIion~ that
the accid.smt Iol:tlr dJu to tn.
effect.8 of an 'e::pZc.-w. dari..ec
p l.aced within tM pa8~cr

CGIItpCU" t:ntent of the ai:rc::raft
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2.3 Evencs 1n the Flight Comnar~ent

The foLlowing analytical. rsconst;ruction of probab'Ul €VBnU during
. the f'l.iglrt is based on asBsBsment of widen.ce det:ai.'l.sd Bl.Sewhe:re
in this report and on reZaud uzchnical. st:udiss. "

The take-off and cliJllb-out fr01ll Seawell vere norm.a.!. The First
Of£'icer vas at the fligh:C controls and the Captain vas handl.ing
the radio communicat1ous~ At 1723 the aircraft had reached an
altitude of about: 16,000 feet.

A fev seconds later the crev heard violent explosive sOlmds vhi.ch
appeared to Coale frOlll the rear of the aircra.ft. The Capu.1J1
pressed his microphone button and shouted "cuidado" (be careful)
as he &,ssumed control. The First Officer then reported an
explosion. and fire to air traffic ~~ntrol.

The Captain commenced an emergency descent and at 1723 :43 started
a right turn tovard Seavell A.irport. During the rapid descent
the crelt' carried out emergency proc'edures to effect SZIlOke
removal.

The flight compartment door bad been locked in accordance nth
regulatious. During the ea.ergency a crev member opened the door.
Be.&vy S1IIOke and nox:1oua tu.ca entered the fllgbt cOllpU't:sa%1t
caus1J:lg the Capt&.1n to about "Cloee tba door I Close the door I "

In the passenger cabin, an unconcroll.a.ble fire had started in the
a.ft cabin making it 1JIrpo..1ble to reach the va.ll---.ounted fire
ext.ingu~her or to open the ga.lley accea. door to r..,ve the
smoke. Some occupants of the cabin died vith1.n ainute.a frOlll the
effects of norlous gues produced by burning pLa..atic aater1a.ls.
They vere still scrapped to their aeata. The cabin fl1&ht
attendants vere a1Jrll.arly affected. '!he fire v.. incanc1fied by 1/
oxygen escaping from shattered supply lines in the ra.a.r. ,

The pilou cantinued to atrempt to reach Seavel..l airport. They
reduced speed and altitude, lovered flap and extmded the landin&
gear. During the descent they flev through ra.1nshowers. Heavy
black smoke and choting fumes continued to enter the flight '
compartment And the pilots had great difficulty seeing the fright
ins trumcncs. Nevertheles 6 they managed to guide the a.ircraft
a.lmost to the extended centte-l1.ne of runway 09 at Se&Vell. ¥
Finally 'it became apossible to see the £11. ht instruaenu }
because 0 the SJDO. itation from the chemical fum.e.s ....de
vearing tbe oxygen IllA8bs uncomfortable. One pilot: opened a. .
cockpit vindov but the only effect VaB to drav more lJIDOke; the
other shouted "That:' s wrsel Go near the vater I 1 Go near the
vater'''.
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4.0 aECO~TIONS

The Comm1.aaion of Enquiry recommends that the Government of
Rarbados br1.ngs the follOY1ng 1.t:ems fonu.lly to the attention
of the International Civil Aviation Organl%at1on for
diasemin4t1.on to lIIember .tates:

fa) FLig1C ereu members in Zarge CcnmffrCial. aircraft shou.I.d :,e
provided lori.th an adequate number of effective portab~

deoices to protect the eyes and respiratOry tract, for use
in Bmergenc1..eS related to fire and te:ric gases •

.~

(b)

fe)

For reasons of security. other recommendations are being made in
a. separate document.

By the Camm1.aaion of Enquiry

Denys Ambrose Will.1ams
Ch&1l:lnml

Thomas Edvin Went
Member;

.~~~
-: \lill1am Maurice Roves

Membe.r;
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Briagetown Barbados March 1977.

•

I
I
t
I·

-' ~ - -. '. . ~ . .' - . -


